[Current status of dengue virus infections. Epidemiologic and pathogenetic aspects].
The epidemiology of dengue fever is changing dramatically. The worldwide incidence is rising and clinical symptoms are worsening. Reports describing forms associated with hemorrhage or shock syndrome involving both children and adults are increasingly frequent in regions beyond Southeast Asia where the first cases were observed. Many mechanisms could be implicated in these changes including modifications of the virus, host, vector, or socioeconomic factors. Since no current model allows laboratory analysis of these mechanisms, observation of epidemics is still a major source of data. The findings of well conducted epidemiological studies allow not only assessment of morbidity and mortality in endemic areas and early detection of epidemic outbreaks but also evaluation of socioeconomic impact and effectiveness of control measures. Surveillance techniques must be chosen in function of prevailing local conditions. To ensure reliable results studies should be carried out in collaboration with an international network and a simple and accurate method of disease identification should be used.